LIFE AND PERSONALITY OF EARL  OF OXFORD
The "Welbeck" portrait was painted by a
Flemish artist in Paris in 1575, was mentioned in
a letter from the Ambassador Valentine Dale to
Burleigh, and was sent as a present to the Countess
of Oxford. The "Ashbourne" portrait, thus
named owing to its discovery at Ashbourne,
Derbyshire, bears two dates, the upper AEtatis
suae -47, the lower in larger figures, A.D. 1611,
indicating either the year of his age, or the date
of painting. The " Ashbourne" was described by
Mr. W. W. Spielman in the Connoisseur for April-
May 1910; and he, thinking, perhaps hoping,
that it may be genuine, wrote as follows:
We have thus the presentment of a handsome,
courtly gentleman, well formed and of good bearing,
and apparently of good breeding, thoughtful and
contemplative, so sincere in expression and presenta-
tion that the picture cannot be regarded in any
sense as a theatrical portrait.
In fact, therefore, this would seem to be the
portrait of a nobleman of the Elizabethan
Court.
Father de Vere Beauclerk, S.J., first pointed out
the resemblance between the two portraits; and,
allowing for the difference in age, twenty-two
years, and for the handiwork of two different
artists, there can be no doubt that the " Welbeck"
and the "Ashbourne55 represent the same man.
Father Beauclerk finds that they can be super-
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